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Mike McGuire Pro Tem Designee
California State Senate President pro Tempore  
Toni G. Atkins has announced that the  
Senate Democratic Caucus convened and  
determined that local resident Senator Mike 
McGuire will be the Pro Tem Designee, with a 
transition to be announced next year. Senator 
McGuire, who was elected to the Senate in 

2014, has served as Majority Leader since 2022. 
"Words are not enough to express the extent of my gratitude, 
honor, and humility for being chosen by our united Caucus 
to lead the California Senate. Together, we will meet the  
challenges ahead with grace, courage, and determination. 
We will never stop fighting to make the promise of the Golden 
State real for every Californian” state McGuire. 

The Clover Theater - 31 Days of Halloween
Ryan Hecht

A full month of fun events are happening in October at the 
Clover Theater. There will be a mix of members-only events 
and events that are open to everyone. In addition, the entire 
month of October is a mega membership drive, so most of 
the events will be members-only.
Did you know? The Unlimited Movie Membership Program is 
the way the Clover will be able to stay in business for the long 
haul. For those who have already joined, the Tuesday night 
Members Only show has become the most well-attended, 
most fun thing that happens every week. (In fact, if you only 
went to the Tuesday show, your Membership would already 
pay for itself.)
As an UMMP Member, you receive the following benefits:
•	 Watch any movie on the Clover Theater schedule – any 

day, any scheduled time
•	 Each month, watch as many movies as you like and watch 

as many times as you like
•	 Special screenings and premieres are included
•	 Enjoy 10% off food and drink 
Don’t miss a minute of the fun during the month of October. 
Become a Member today – only $25 per month for unlimited 
movies and special Member Only events! (707) 894-6347 or 
https://www.clovertheater.com/unlimited-movie-membership/

Auxiliary Unit 293 Awards $1,000 Scholarship
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 293 of Cloverdale  
presented a $1,000 scholarship to San Jose State University 
freshman Madison Ammirati. A 2023 graduate of Cloverdale 
High School, Ammirati is majoring in computer engineering.
The Auxiliary Unit is currently looking for Cloverdale residents  
who have an active-duty service member stationed overseas,  
to send that service member a holiday "care package." It is 
not necessary for the family to be members of the American 
Legion Post, the Sons or the Auxiliary to request a package. 
There is no cost to the family or the service member.
Any Cloverdale resident who has a service member stationed 
overseas, and who would like to have that person receive a 
package, is asked to call Melanie Taylor at (707) 953-7240. 
When calling, be prepared to provide the service member's 
name, branch of service, and full mailing address.
The public is urged to call with these requests as soon as  
possible. While 2023 deadlines for overseas military mailings  
have not been announced, shipments last year were not 
guaranteed for Christmas delivery unless sent by early 
November. Please call sooner rather than later. The Auxiliary 
Unit thanks you.

Boys & Girls Club Program Director  
Opportunity at Jefferson Campus

Kat Ryan
As a parent there is 
no better feeling then 
knowing that your 
kids are not only safe  
after school while you 
need to be at work 

but that they are learning and growing among their peers. 
I joined the Boys & Girls Clubs Sonoma-Marin organization 
over the summer and I have truly been blown away at how 
they strive to provide this. 
There is a need right now for a Program Director at the 
Jefferson campus. This is a full-time position and this person 
oversees the entire after school program and makes a real  
difference in the lives of a children in our community. Reach 
out to Kat Ryan for more info: kryan@bgcsonoma-marin.org.

Cloverdale Rotary Club president Robert Redner receives 
the Paul Harris Award from Rotary International Chair Jim  
Novak.  Paul Harris founded Rotary in Chicago in 1906 to serve 
the community and the world.  The Paul Harris Award is for  
Rotarians making an outstanding commitment to their  
community and the principles of Rotary.

Cloverdale Rotary president Robert Redner presents Kailee  
Bunting as the clubs 2nd recipient of $2,500 from the Jack 
and Maxine Allen Vocational Scholarship Fund! Kailee  
attended their meeting to receive her check and thanked us 
for helping her pay for Medical Assistant School.
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Cloverdale Leads on Country Wide  
“One Small Step” Initiative

Rhian Miller
Mayor Todd Lands and Melanie Hall, Program Manager for 
the Cloverdale Senior Center, invite the residents of Cloverdale 
to take One Small Step - Together - as Cloverdale steps up 
to be the first City Wide participant. Your Northern California 
Public Media station, KRCB, is one of just five stations selected  
nationally to host One Small Step in 2023, and proud to  
partner with this community.
One Small Step is an effort to remind the country of the  
humanity in all of us, even those with whom we disagree. The 
initiative brings strangers with different beliefs together for 
a conversation—not to debate politics—but to get to know 
each other as people. These conversations will be preserved 
for future generations at the American Folklife Center at the 
Library of Congress and as part of the StoryCorps archive.
On September 27, the Senior Center hosted a kick-off 
event with representatives from numerous local civic and  
community organizations who have signed on and will  
engage their members in this city-wide effort. “Our country is 
divided more than ever. One Small Step is the perfect way to 
show that two people with different beliefs and backgrounds 
can have a respectful conversation, find common ground and 
work together as Americans” said Mayor Todd Lands. “We are 
very proud to play a small part in getting the One Small Step 
Initiative information out to our community of Cloverdale.”  
according to Melanie Hall
We invite you to meet someone new—a fellow resident - who you 
might not talk to otherwise—for a simple, personal, 50-minute  
conversation, which can be in person or you can meet in the 
virtual online recording booth. You can get more information 
and sign up at krcb.org/story-corps or contact Rhian Miller at 
1smallstep.krcb@gmail.com, or call 707-584-2058. 

Doris Mitzi Tait Valera
July 26, 1953-August 31, 2023

As rare as the blue moon itself, Mitzi  
Valera lay to rest on such a magical day, 
August 31, 2023, after battling multiple 
factors including strokes. She was born in 
San Francisco to Ray Tait and Mercedes 
Green. She was the oldest of her three 
siblings: Charlotte Donnan, Ray Tait Jr., 
and Steve Tait. 
Mitzi and her late husband, John Valera 

were married 39 years before he passed in 2018. They met 
and fell deeply in love in San Francisco and decided to 
move north to Cloverdale for the country dream of land, 
animals, and to raise a family. Mitzi has been part of the 
Cloverdale Community since the late 70’s.
She leaves behind her son, John Valera Jr., daughter  
Vanessa (Valera) Bascherini, son-in-law Blake Bascherini  
and her two beautiful grandchildren Landen Valera 
Bascherini and Leila Valera Bascherini, sister Charlotte 
(Tait) Donnan, brother-in-law Mark Donnan and mother 
Mercedes Green.
Mitzi enjoyed gardening, especially Gardenias, camping 
on the Russian River, Blue Lakes, Sugar Loaf and anywhere 
else she and Pop traveled. She loved traveling, especially  
to Puerto Vallarta, the Cayman Islands, Alaska, and  
Hawaii. She had a love for animals that she passed down 
to her children and grandchildren. She was also very  
active and loved being with her two grandchildren. She 
was part of the Redwood Empire Trail Riders Club and 
rode many times in the Citrus Fair Parade along with 
many years supporting the Veterans of Foreign Wars  
Auxiliary 9268.
Mitzi was very adventurous and a thrill seeker with her love 
of roller coasters, salmon fishing, parasailing, barrel racing 
with her horse Starfire, snorkeling and feeding stingrays, 
sky diving, and riding on a motorcycle.
She enjoyed watching National Geographic and the  
History Channel. She was a wiz at Trivial Pursuit with 
many game nights with friends and family. She loved a 
wide range of music except for country and attended a  
variety of music festivals and concerts. She loved to read,  
especially Steven King.
Mitzi worked in many local businesses, including Morgan  
Wood, Papa Johns', Zola’s, Bandiera Winery, World  
Famous Hamburger Ranch and Pasta Farm, and lastly  
retiring with Farmers Insurance.
She was a loving wife, mother, Mimi, sister, daughter, aunt, 
and cousin and loved by many friends and will be forever 
in our hearts. You fought like hell and now you’re free of 
pain and missed by all who love you.
A Celebration of Life will be held on October 21, 2023, with 
family and friends.








