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He Stole Her Jewelry And 
Headed For Greener Pastures

Mary Jo Winter
An 1882 article in the Cloverdale Reveille could have been 
ripped from the pages of The Globe or the National Enquirer.
It seems an Italian by the name of Peter Stracca came to 
Cloverdale from San Francisco to take charge of the distillery 
at the Cloverdale Winery. The story began with the reporter 
describing him as a handsome man who spent money lavishly 
and was well known to almost everybody in town.

Before coming to Cloverdale, he met an American woman 
named Estella Launois in San Francisco, gained her love and 
affection, and soon married her in Cloverdale.

The following month, he gave up his position at the winery and 
went into partnership with another man, rented the Grand 
Hotel near the depot, and started in the hotel and saloon 
business. He got about $1,200 of his wife's money and, within a 
week, showed her a telegram from a prominent businessman 
in the city offering him $130 per month to run his business.

He left on the next train, telling her to join him as soon as she 
could. When she arrived, he met her at the ferry and took her 
to a hotel where they spent the night. He got up at 4 a.m. the 
following morning, told his wife to give him the check for his 
baggage and he would have it sent right away.

Instead, he secured her baggage, rifled through it, and took 
everything of value, including jewelry and clothing, before 
skipping town. His wife found out later that the telegram he 
showed her in Cloverdale was a forgery.

The reporter ended by noting, "Stracca is about 26 years old, 
about 5 ft. 10 in. high, dark complexion, wears a moustache, 
is quite handsome, and is evidently an unmitigated scoundrel 
and fraud."
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Important Phone Numbers
Keep important Cloverdale phone numbers at your  
fingertips by displaying this FREE magnet in your home 
or business. This valuable gift is provided FREE to the  
community by Jane & Ron Pavelka and Cloverdale Connect.   
Supplies are limited so request your magnet right away –  
info@cloverdaleconnect.com or 707.322.3403.
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